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The word “trial” means to be “under the __________” of pressure.

“A trial is a painful circumstance allowed by God to change my __________ and my
__________ ” --James MacDonald

Trials are designed to teach us so that our __________ and our __________ changes.

Hebrews 12:5-11 lessons:

1. Take your suffering seriously because it ______________ your relationship
with God. (vv. 5-7)

2. Going through a difficult time doesn’t mean that God ________ us; difficulties
demonstrate that He __________ us. (v. 6)

3. No matter how bad the storms are, it’s imperative to ________ to God. (v, 9)

4. What God allows is ultimately _______________ for us.  (v. 10)

5. Hard times can be the catalyst for _______________. (v. 10)

6. ___________ is momentary and _________ comes later. (v. 11)

7. My response is my ___________________________.

Randy Alcorn lists some excellent truths to hold on to that all center on the
cross:

1. The Cross is God’s answer to the question, “Why don’t you do something about
_______________?”

2. In His haunting cry, “Why have you forsaken me?” Christ _______________ with
our despair.

3. God allowed Jesus’ _______________ suffering so He could prevent our
_______________ suffering.

4. Christ’s atonement _______________ the final end of evil and suffering.

5. If God can use the horror of Christ’s crucifixion for good, then surely He can use
our _______________ for good.



6. 6. When we feel upset with God and tempted to blame Him, we should look at
the outstretched arms of Jesus and focus on His _______________, not ours.

7. Whenever you feel tempted to ask God, “Why did you do this to me?” look at the
________________ and ask, “Why did you do that for me?”
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