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Christmas can be summarized with four words:
Promises . Promises

“The Lord is faithful to all His promises and loving toward all He has made.”

--Psalm 145:13
“1But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time He
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time He has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a
great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light
shone.” --Isaiah 9:1-2 (NIV)

Our mainideais this:
No matter what ,hold onto

“And they will look to the earth, but behold, distress and darkness, the gloom of

anguish. And they will be thrust into thick darkness.” --Isaiah 8:22

So, what does Jesus do for us?

1. Jesus brings us from to
“But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time He
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the nations.” --Isaiah 9:1

2. Jesus moves us from deep to loving
“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in
a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.” --Isaiah 9:2

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon
you.”-- Isaiah 60:1

“Now when He heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew into Galilee.
And leaving Nazareth He went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled.” --Matthew 4:12-14

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.” --Matthew 4:15

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” --John 1:46
“Is the Christ to come from Galilee?” --John 7:41
“Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.” --John 7:52

“The people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling
in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.” --Matthew 4:16

“And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus,
the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. And when
the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought
Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, ‘Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’)
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, ‘a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” --Luke 2:21-24

Three different aspects of the Old Testament Law are intertwined in these
verses:

¢ Following Genesis 17:9-14, all male children were to be circumcised and given
their on the eighth day after birth.

* After waiting 40 days after the birth of a son, according to Leviticus 12,
mothers were to present themselves in the temple for their

* Exodus 13 also required that a mother and father bring their firstborn son
before the Lord to be “ ” by the offering of a sacrifice.

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man
was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.” --Luke 2:25-26

Let’s list what we do know about Simeon:

* He was and

* He was for the Messiah to come.
“Comfort, comfort my people...”--Isaiah 40:1

Isaiah 61:2 promises comfort to “all who mourn.”



*Hewasa man.
“He took him up in his arms and blessed God and said...”--Luke 2:28

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.” --Luke 2:29-32

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light...on them has light
shone.” --Isaiah 9:2

Notice what Simeon says about Jesus:
1. He .
“For my eyes have seen your salvation.” --Luke 2:30

This salvationis...

e For people.
“Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to bring
revelation to the Gentiles.” --Luke 2:32

e For people.
“the glory of your people Israel.” --Luke 2:32

2. He

“And His father and his mother marveled at what was said about Him.” --Luke
2:32

After singing, Simeon preached a short sermon directly to Mary containing
three vivid images:

L]
“And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘Behold, this child is
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel...” --Luke 2:34

“and for a sign that is opposed...so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.” --Luke 2:35

“..and a sword will pierce through your own soul also.” --Luke 2:35

What can we learn from his lyrics?

1. Beinthe to hear from God.

2. Don’t

“The Lord is good to those who wait for Him.” --Lamentations 3:25

3. You’re not ready to die until you from the
Savior.

“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the
right to become children of God.” --John 1:12

NEXT WEEK: “Peace Proclaimed” Isaiah 9:6-7; Luke 2:8-14



