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“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and MANY enter through it. But small is the gate and
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a FEW find it.”

--Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)

"Therefore since Christ suffered in his body, arm also yourselves with the same
attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. 2As a result
he does not live the rest of his life for evil human desires, but rather for the will
of God. *For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose
to do-living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable
idolatry. “They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same
flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you ° but they will have to give an
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. ®For this is the
reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they
might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to
God in regard to the spirit. 1 Peter 4:1-6 (NIV)

In this passage we find three fundamental ways in which our attitudes are
different from the crowd:

1. We clash with the crowd because we have a different attitude about
“As a result he does not live the rest of his life for evil human desires, but rather
for the will of God.” (v. 2)
“l did not come to do my will, but to do the will of my Father.”--John 5:30 (NIV)

Here’s the main difference between our lives and the lives of those who
don’t follow Jesus:

We live for —not for the moment!
“Am | now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am | trying to please

men? If | were still trying to please men, | would not be a servant of Christ.”
--Galatians 1:10 (NIV)

2. We clash with the crowd because we have a different attitude about

“You have spent enough times in the past doing what pagans choose to do-
living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable
idolatry.” (v. 3)

As followers of Jesus Christ, we have a different attitude about sin:

We used to run sin—-now we run it!
“Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace,
along with those who call on the Lord.”--Timothy 2:22 (NIV)

14 We know that the law is spiritual; but | am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin.
5] do not understand what | do. For what | want to do | do not do, but what | hate
| do. '® And if | do what | do not want to do, | agree that the law is good. ' As it is,
it is no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. ® For | know that good
itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do
what is good, but | cannot carry it out. ' For | do not do the good | want to do,
but the evil | do not want to do—this | keep on doing. 2° Now if | do what | do not
want to do, it is no longer | who do it, but it is sin living in me that does it.

3. We clash with the crowd because we have a different attitude about

“They will have to give an account to him who is ready to judge the living and the
dead.” (v. 5)

“Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement.”--Hebrews 9:27

“The Father judges no man, but has entrusted all judgement to the Son.”
--John 5:22 (NIV)

“Be patient and stand firm because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble
against each other...the Judge is standing at the door!”--James 5:8-9 (NIV)

“There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”
--Romans 8:1 (NIV)

Tragically, many people will have to endure eternity without God because they
chose to live without him here on earth.” (The Purpose Driven Life, p. 37)

Next Sunday’s Text: 1 Peter 4:7-11



