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Luke 2:1-7(NIV) 
 2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their 
own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, 
because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them. 
 

Let’s join the journey of Mary and Joseph as we explore how to deal with the unexpected curves on the journey 
of life. 

 
We have this young girl by the name of Mary: 

 
1. She is a _______________ to Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. 
 
2. She was the _______________ was Salome, wife of Zebedee, mother of James and John. 
 

Her character was outstanding: 
 
1. She was Sexually __________ and __________. 
 
2. She was a Woman of _____________________. 
 
3. She was spiritual, obedient, a willing servant; with an _______________ of praise 
 
To her was given the most remarkable Assignment: 



   
  

 
She was to give _______________ to and be the _______________ of God’s Son. 
 

Also in this story we have a young man named Joseph: 
 
1. Tradition suggests that perhaps he was an _______________ man. 
 
2. He was a ______________, we read that he went to Bethlehem to register, which also meant that he would 

have to pay his taxes at the same time. - Luke 2:1-5. 
 
3. We know that we was a _______________ – probably someone who was good with details.  
 
4. He was Sexually ________________ (Matt. 1:18). 
 
5. He was a man of ________________ (Matt. 1:19) 
 
6. He was certainly a man of __________________. 
 
7. I think one of the things we can tell about him is that he was a ____________ (Matt. 1:19) – not a cruel, cold 

hearted individual. 
 
8. He was _______________ (Matt. 1:20) – thought about and reflected on situations rather than simply reacting. 
9. I believe scripture tells us that we was a deeply _______________ (Matt. 1:20, 2:13) – he as in touch with his 

God. 
 
10. He was obviously _____________ (Matt. 1:24,25; 2:13,14)  
 
11. He was a willing _______________ – Willing to obey, not close-minded to something that had never been done 

before. 
 

Look at his assignment: 
 
He was chosen by God to be the earthly _______________ to Jesus.  



   
  

 
Now we have our characters, let’s look at the World Events of this day: 

 
1. _________ was under the tyranny of Roman rule.  
 
2. Caesar Augustus decreed that there was to be a __________ and taxation of the entire Roman world.  

 
In this story we learn first of all that there were unexpected curves on the journey of life: 

 
8. In the case of this couple there was Mary’s __________. 

 
9. Another curve was centered about this couple’s _______________ and dreams: Dreams of a perfect life 

together.  
 

10. Another curve was _______________ pregnancy. 
 

11. The appearance of ________ was another curve. 
 

12. Then the event of apparent bad ______________ occurred – they had to go from Nazareth to Bethlehem to 
register for a census and taxation.  

 
13. However, after arriving in Bethlehem from the tiresome journey, there was no _____________ to stay, no 

place to sleep, no room in the inn.  
 

14. They were directed to a ___________________ of some sort.  
 
Unexpected curves often produce tension and stress in our lives: 
 
1. Jews and the Romans – stress of having to go to _________________.  
 
2. Legal duties of _____________ and the personal situation of your wife expecting a baby.  
 
3. ________ and Mary – No room for your pregnant wife.  



   
  

 
4. ____________________ – What should they do?  
 
Let’s look at some Possible Choices: 
 
1. One would be to make the choice that seems __________ in my own mind.  
 
2. Another would be to make the choice that will benefit those ____________________ to us.  

 


