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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar,
we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. --Daniel 3:16
Do not worship any other gods besides me. Do not make idols of any kind,
whether in the shape of birds or animals or fish. You must never worship or
bow down to them. --Deuteronomy 5:7-9
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to defend ourselves before you. If we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from
your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn’t, Your Majesty can be sure
that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set
up.” --Daniel 3:16-18
So what was it that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were called to
believe?
“O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you.” (v16)
1. They believed in God’s ____________________________________
But when the leading priests and other leaders made their accusations
against him, Jesus remained silent. “Don’t you hear their many charges
against you?” Pilate demanded. But Jesus said nothing, much to the
governor’s great surprise. --Matthew 27:12-14
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to
save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. --Daniel 3:17
2. They Believed in God’s ___________________________________.
But I will call on God, and the Lord will rescue me. Morning, noon, and night I
plead aloud in my distress, and the Lord hears my voice. He rescues me and
keeps me safe from the battle waged against me, even though many still
oppose me. --Psalm 55:16-18
“Don’t you realize that I could ask my Father for thousands of angels to
protect us, and he would send them instantly?” --Matthew 26:53

“But even if he doesn’t, Your Majesty can be sure that we will never serve
your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” --Daniel 3:18
1. They Believed in God’s ____________________________________
“The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are open
to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.” Now,
who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? --1 Peter 3:12-14
Well, how much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the
stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and
all the prophets. By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice,
and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions,
quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword.
Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and
put whole armies to flight. Women received their loved ones back again from
death. --Hebrews 11:32-35
But others trusted God and were tortured, preferring to die rather than turn
from God and be free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better
life. Some were mocked, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others
were chained in dungeons. Some died by stoning, and some were sawed in
half; others were killed with the sword. Some went about in skins of sheep
and goats, hungry and oppressed and mistreated. They were too good for
this world. They wandered over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and
holes in the ground. --Hebrews 11:35-39
But suddenly, as he was watching, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in
amazement and exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and
throw them into the furnace?” “Yes,” they said, “we did indeed, Your
Majesty.” “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound,
walking around in the fire. They aren’t even hurt by the flames! And the fourth
looks like a divine being!” Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could
to the door of the flaming furnace and shouted: “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. --Daniel 3:24-26
2. Their Belief was _________________________________________
God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never forsake you.” --Hebrews 13:5

“But even if he doesn’t, Your Majesty can be sure that we will never serve
your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” --Daniel 3:18
3. They Believed in God’s ____________________________________
“The eyes of the Lord watch over those who do right, and his ears are open
to their prayers. But the Lord turns his face against those who do evil.” Now,
who will want to harm you if you are eager to do good? --1 Peter 3:12-14
Well, how much more do I need to say? It would take too long to recount the
stories of the faith of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and
all the prophets. By faith these people overthrew kingdoms, ruled with justice,
and received what God had promised them. They shut the mouths of lions,
quenched the flames of fire, and escaped death by the edge of the sword.
Their weakness was turned to strength. They became strong in battle and
put whole armies to flight. Women received their loved ones back again from
death. --Hebrews 11:32-35
But others trusted God and were tortured, preferring to die rather than turn
from God and be free. They placed their hope in the resurrection to a better
life. Some were mocked, and their backs were cut open with whips. Others
were chained in dungeons. Some died by stoning, and some were sawed in
half; others were killed with the sword. Some went about in skins of sheep
and goats, hungry and oppressed and mistreated. They were too good for
this world. They wandered over deserts and mountains, hiding in caves and
holes in the ground. --Hebrews 11:35-39
But suddenly, as he was watching, Nebuchadnezzar jumped up in
amazement and exclaimed to his advisers, “Didn’t we tie up three men and
throw them into the furnace?” “Yes,” they said, “we did indeed, Your
Majesty.” “Look!” Nebuchadnezzar shouted. “I see four men, unbound,
walking around in the fire. They aren’t even hurt by the flames! And the fourth
looks like a divine being!” Then Nebuchadnezzar came as close as he could
to the door of the flaming furnace and shouted: “Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego stepped out of the fire. --Daniel 3:24-26
4. Their Belief was _________________________________________
God has said, “I will never fail you. I will never forsake you.” --Hebrews 13:5

